OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

0CT 10 2015

To the Members of the California State Assembly:
I am returning Assembly Bill 861 without my signature.

This bill would require the Department of Health Care Services to mandate counties, as a
condition of participation in a federal behavioral health demonstration program, to
redirect a portion of any local savings to increasing housing opportunities for individuals
with severe mental illness.

The department has not been awarded the federal grant nor approved as one of eight
states to participate in the federal demonstration program. As such, this bill is premature.

Sincerely,

RANG S AP

GOVERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN JR. « SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 « (916) 445-2841
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